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-CIA' use of 




'•'J - 


r By fi t MelLBOY in / 
,/ Wd$tyhgiuu . . 
"JOUBNAUSTS tav. 
• • pressed-, alarm :> ut the. 
Ce n*t r a l c--,JnteiUg'ence - 
Agency' censorship 
powers; over its ^former 
employees. . and at the. : 
/agency’s use . a f TCPdCters , 

i In r evident to • tha/.Senate 
Intelligent* Committee v. they 
urged- legislation - to. ;curb- the 
; agency’s censo?sh*t> powers and 
.tp :; b;tn . it • from using- , news 
organisations.: and journalists 
as covers for operations. 7* j/*< ‘ 
“It is imperative for the. sur- 
vival Of * an, independent^ Press 
to maintain at . arm's , length 
relations between government 
and' the press.” , Mr Bobert 
.or the- Society of . pro- 
fessional Journalists,; tolcL the 
committee, ... • / ,/V \ 

, “ Mr Joseph Sterne/ editor : qfv 
the Baltimore and a mem- 
ber- - of* th e- - American ■ Socie ty 
of Newspaper Editors; said : 

** If the -people- of this v country'' 
and. the world 'are to have 
faith in a free and independent; 
Press they must* know that Cl A 
agents - are/' prohibited . from 
masquerading a» journalists jq 
undercover operations. V 


Both" men were presenting - 
their respective organisations’ 
.evidence- to : the * cojnmittee, j 
which is considering a proposed j 
charter ; ; governing the opera-. j 
tion - and polkies. of the* C I A*i 
-and all 'American intelligence. , 
agencies; / : *v -v /f. ;v.; ; | 

v < - •* •’•I » «• -*■* ; 

Haiuted-^^Vnf:; 

/Mr Eewis said, that’ to- allow,; 
th&„CIA.tp r . use.* journalists., qs * 
Jnformaats Suggested; that: the t | 
American- Press was. an. invest!-, 
gative arm of the agency "and* 
taints '’alt* ‘American -/ebrres-' 
poqdents working overseas with'! 

; tha t suspicion.” ^; ->* v» . ... ! 

Both?** organisations' opposed j 
.proposals’ before t~e' copimittee ! 
to exempt the- CIA from the- ! 
*] Freedom; of Information - Act, 

'^ legislation: th at a gives/ American 
.newspapers ;* ana v? broadcasting 
/media. wide powers of access, to 
governm*nt:JnfQrrnation; , 4 ,% 

' - ^ Curfent-provisiotfs of thei law, J 
7 which, allow the CIA . to, with 
.hold « proparly ;; classified, infor- 
mation that cp«M cause identi-/ 

: fiabie harm tornationarsecurity,/ 
/ f^^ihe CIA ample protection. J 
/already, 'Mr. Sterne saicL-rv/ 
/The Society of. Professional , 
Journalists was concerned, ove^l 
the seppe pf the secrecy agree-. 
mentS' itwt all 'CIA^ personnel; 

; were required to sign/- Mr Lewis ; 

• said r tbs t;,f it** effect.- they were 
rforced. tp'.pijn. away their First 
-Amendment 1 * -rights- of ; free 
. speech for. the rest of their 
lives/ : /• , 

1 . ; 5^1 
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